Gordon Miller




Gordon Roger Miller enlisted in the Army Air Force on July
15, 1942, at the age of 18. He had hopes of becoming a
pilot, but was disqualified because an injury to his right
index finger had left him with a fused joint.

After being washed out of pilot training, Gordon
learned that a qualifying test for Radio Operators School
was being given the very next day. To pass it, he’d have
to know Morse Code. He located an old radio hand, who was
sympathetic enough to stay up all night with Gordon. By
the next morning he’d learned enough to ace the test; and
gain entry into the course, which he passed with flying
colors. He also earned the wings of an Aerial Gunner at
Wendover Field, Utah; completing the course on July 2,
1943. He was now qualified to be the Radio Operator and
Gunner on a B-17 aircraft.

He departed for the European Theater of Operations on
November 2, 1943, arriving in England on November 9. He was
assigned to a B-17 crew in the 360 Bomb Squadron, a unit
within the famous 303" Bombardment Group, which was based
at Molesworth, in Cambridgeshire County.

The crew Gordon was assigned to is as follows:

Pilot 1°* Lt. Henry F. Glass
Copilot 1°* Lt. Eugene A. McMahan
Navigator 1°* Lt. Nicholas A. Pepe
Bombardier 1°* Lt. Paul A. Robuck
Flight Engineer T/Sgt Dominick J. Carbillano
Radio/Gunner T/Sgt Gordon R. Miller

Left Waist Gunner S/Sgt Francis A. Stellato
Right Waist Gunner S/Sgt Frank Patrone

Ball Turret Gunner S/Sgt David O. Michael
Tail Gunner S/Sgt James E. Roberts

With very few exceptions, these 10 men flew 28 combat
missions together, from December 1943, to April, 1944.
Gordon liked and respect these men, and called them “The
best damned crew in the world.”



As the Radio Operator, Gordon was responsible for all
communications with other planes; Squadron, Group and Wing
headquarters and Air/Sea Rescue when needed. He was
required to maintain a steady 25 words per minute on his
telegraph key, whether sending or receiving. The
difficulty of his job is illustrated by a training booklet
he received in England. It listed 42 “Do’s” and 30
“Don’ts” for Radio Operators in the VIII Bomber Command.
And, as an Aerial Gunner, once the plane had crossed into
enemy territory, he manned a 50 caliber machine gun that
fired upward, through a window in the top of the radio
compartment.

The bombing raids flown from England were very
difficult, very dangerous flying. Mission planners worked
for days, mapping out the safest route, figuring the bomb
and gas loads, and monitoring the weather. Ground crews
worked all night, repairing the damage from previous
missions, then loading the bombs, gas and ammunition; all
in the cold, damp English countryside.

Aircrews were awakened well before sun up. After
breakfast they attended briefings for the day’s mission;
and they’d better pay attention. A wrong turn by a pilot,
a missed checkpoint by a navigator, or a garbled message by
a radio operator could lead to disaster.

When take-offs began the pilot had to coax a heavily
loaded bomber into the air, sometimes before daylight,
often through ground fog or clouds; and then find his way
into his assigned position in an air armada that included
as many as one thousand airplanes, and stretched for 50
miles. Aircrews fought their way to their target, and
then had to fight their way back home. Most missions were
flown at altitudes above 20,000 feet, where air
temperatures dropped to -50 degrees, Fahrenheit. Crewmen
wore heated suits to combat the cold, but machine guns
often froze. Many of the German fighter planes carried
20MM cannons, which had a longer range than the American’s
50 caliber machine guns, so they could fire on the bombers
with relative impunity.

Flak bursts from antiaircraft guns on the ground
peppered the formations. Gordon said it sometimes looked
so thick “...we could get out and walk on it...” The thin
aluminum skin of the bombers afforded little protection
against these exploding shells, or the bullets fired by the
Luftwaffe fighters. The average length of the missions
Gordon flew- typical of the entire 8 Air Force- was 7 and
» hours. Plenty of time for a wounded crewman to bleed to
death before reaching his base back in England.



Gordon flew his first combat sortie on December 14,
1943- two weeks after his 20* birthday- aboard a B-17 with
the nose art name, “Hell’s Angels.” This was also the
mascot name of the 303" Bomb Group. The mission was
aborted due to multiple engine failures. Knowing he would
not make it back to Molesworth, Lt. Glass managed to land
the crippled plane at an auxiliary field. When they
landed, the propeller fell off of the number 4 engine. The
crew did not receive credit for a mission on that flight.

The 303" Bomb Group had hoped that “Hells Angels,”
it’s flagship aircraft, would be the first B-17 in the 8"
Air Force to complete 50 missions, but it wasn’t to be.
Due to the engine failures and other problems, this was her
48*, and last, trip to enemy territory. She was, however,
flown back to the United States and used in many war bond
tours. A glimpse of this aircraft can be seen in the 1948
movie, “Command Decision,” starring Clark Gable and Walter
Pidgeon.

Later in his tour, Gordon flew on another famous B-17,
“Thunderbird.” This aircraft is depicted in a 25 by 75
foot mural at the Smithsonian Air And Space Museum, created
by renowned aviation artist, Keith Ferris.

Gordon also flew during the 8™ Air Force'’s maximum
effort campaign against the German aircraft industry in
February of 1944, known as “The Big Week.”

He was also on the first daylight bombing raids on
Berlin.

Gordon’s last mission, to Soran, Germany, was flown on
April 11, 1944. On their return to Molesworth, Lt. Glass
did several celebratory, low-level passes over the field.
Gordon'’s journal entry describes it:

“...We really gave the tower a good buzz job, coming
it at about 225 mph and at 25 feet. We pulled up just
missing the tower. After about 4 passes we landed. Our
pictures were taken and our backs and pants were painted
with a big 28..."

He departed England on April 27, and arrived in New
York on May 7", having served 6 months and 6 days overseas.
The journal Gordon kept is copied in the succeeding pages
of this volume.



After his overseas service, Gordon was stationed at
Monroe, Louisiana; Galveston, Texas; and Peterson Field,
near Colorado Springs, Colorado, where he trained radio
operators and aerial gunners.

He received an Honorable Discharge at Lowry Field,
Colorado on October 23, 1945. His total time in uniform
was 3 years, 3 months and 8 days; of which 6 months and 6
days were spent overseas.

Gordon was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Ribbon with one bronze star, a Good Conduct Medal,
the Air Medal with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters, and a Distinguished
Flying Cross.

While stationed at Peterson Field, Gordon met WAC
Corporal Edythe Behrman (nee Seidenberg), whom he married
on December 19, 1945.

After the wedding they moved to Potsdam, New York,
where Gordon attended St. Lawrence University, receiving a
bachelors degree in Engineering in 1948. He then went on
to Purdue University in Indiana, where he earned a master’s
degree in Aerospace Physics.



Gordon and Edythe moved to California, where he had a
distinguished career in the aerospace industry, designing,
launching and orbiting communications satellites. They
raised 3 children, daughter Rory Jan, and sons Karl Bernard
and Roger Keith.

His daughter, Rory, married Lance Edmisten in 1970,
and has two children, David Lee, and Stephanie Marie.

Gordon'’s son Karl married Charlsie Finn in 1984, and
had a son, Nolan Donovan Kelly.

His son, Roger is unmarried, and has no children.

Gordon and Edythe divorced in 1976. In his later
years he married the former Dorothy Bernard.

In December 1992, Gordon was diagnosed with an
inoperable brain tumor, which he succumbed to in March,
1993. He took his final flight when The Neptune Society
scattered his ashes over the Pacific Ocean.
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Date

Dec. 14,1943
Dec. 16,1943
Dec. 24,1943
Dec. 31,1943
Jan. 4, 1944
Jan. 7, 1944
Jan. 11, 1944
Jan. 21, 1944
Feb. 3,1944
Feb. 4, 1944
Feb 6, 1944
Feb. 20, 1944
Feb 21, 1944
Feb 22, 1944
Feb. 25,1944
Mar. 2, 1944
Mar. 3, 1944
Mar. 4, 1944
Mar. 9, 1944
Mar. 16, 1944
Mar. 18, 1944
Mar. 19, 1944
Mar. 20, 1944
Mar. 22, 1944
Mar. 23, 1944
Mar 24, 1944
Mar. 29, 1944
Apr.9, 1944
Apr 11, 1944

Combat Sorties Flown By Gordon Miller

Aircraft #

577-
055-
054-
788-
788-
788-
841-
054-
399-
973-
054-
423-
432-
432-
050-
471-
471-
471-
616-
552-
590-
552«
020-
841-
854-
432-
590-
546-
590-

Aircraft Name

Hell’s Angels

Aloha

Belle of San Joaquin
Pluto’s Avenger
Pluto’s Avenger
Pluto’s Avenger
Banshee

Belle of San Joaquin
(Un-named A/C)

Iza Vailable

Belle of San Joaquin
Jigger Rouche

0ld Glory

0ld Glory
Thunderbird
Doolittle’s Destroyer
Doolittle’s Destroyer
Doolittle’s Destroyer
Spirit of Flak Wolf

The Road Back

Neva (The Silver Lady)
The Road Back

Phyllis (Tug Boat Annie)
Banshee
Alley Oop

0ld Glory

Neva

Idaliza

Neva (The Silver Lady)

Target

Bremen, Germany
Bremen, Germany
Vacqueriette, France
Bordeaux, France

Kiel, Germany
Ludwigshaven, Germany
Oshersleben, Germany
Abbeyville, France
Wilhelmshaven, Germany
Frankfort, Germany
DiJohn, France

Leipsig, Germany
Diepholz, Germany
Aschersleben, Germany
Augsburg, Germany
Frankfort, Germany
Berlin, Germany

Koln, Germany

Berlin, Germany
Augsburg, Germany
Lechfield, Germany

Pas De Calais, France
Frankfort, Germany
Berlin, Germany
Hamm, Germany
Frankfort, Germany
Stedorf, Germany
Marienburg, Germany

Soran, Germany
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Length of mission (in hours/minutes), and round trip
distances, from the 303™’'s base at Molesworth to the cities
bombed by Lt. Glass and crew.

Target: Time: Miles:
Bremen, Germany 6:40 776
Vacqueriette, France 4:25 356
Bordeaux, France 8:10 1064
Kiel, Germany 6:50 910
Ludwigshaven, Germany 7:15 1062
Oschersleben, Germany 7:15 986
Abbeville, France 3:45 390
Wilhelmshaven, Germany 6:20 476
Frankfort, Germany 7:15 864
DiJon, France 7:10 860
Leipzig, Germany 9:10 1096
Diepholz, Germany 6:10 740
Aschersleben, Germany 8:30 994
Augsburg, Germany 9:00 1176
Berlin, Germany 6:10 1162
Koln, Germany 5:40 668
Lechfield, Germany 9:20 1180
Wizernes, France 4:25 326
Hamm, Germany 6:15 706
Stedorf, Germany 7:50 822
Marienburg, Germany 11:38 1186

Sarau, Germany 10:50 1320



@Mg @@g@ 360th Glass Crew

c " 303rd Bomb Group (H) Henry F. Glass, Pilot
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HENRY F. GLASS CREW - 360th BS
(crew assigned 360BS: 16 Nov 1943 - photo: 26 Nov 1943)

(Back L-R) 1Lt Henry F. Glass (P), 1Lt Eugene A. McMahan (CP),
1Lt Nicholas A. Pepe (N), S/Sgt Frank Patrone (RWG)

(Front L-R) S/Sgt David O. Michael (BT), T/Sgt Dominick J. Carbillano (E),
S/Sgt James E. Roberts (TG), T/Sgt Gordon R. Miller (R), S/Sgt Francis A. Stellato (LWG)

Not in photo: 1Lt Paul A. Robuck (B)

The journal Gordon kept while he served on Lt. Glass’ crew
is copied on the next several pages. Though yellowed
somewhat with age, it gives a true, first-hand account of
what life was like in the dangerous skies above France and
Germany during the heavy bomber campaign of World War II
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HENRY F. GLASS CREW - 360th BS
(crew assigned 360BS: 16 Nov 1943 - photo: 1 April 1944)

(Back L-R) 1Lt Henry F. Glass (P), 1Lt Eugene A. McMahan (CP),
1Lt Nicholas A. Pepe (N), 1Lt Paul A. Robuck (B), S/Sgt James E. Roberts (TG)

(Front L-R) S/Sgt David O. Michael (BT), S/Sgt Francis A. Stellato (LWG),
T/Sgt Dominick J. Carbillano (E), T/Sgt Gordon R. Miller (R), S/Sgt Frank Patrone (RWG)

Crew Incidents:

Mission #88 13 December 1943 to Bremen, Germany in B-17F Hell's Angels #41-24577 (358thBS) VK-D. Lost #3 supercharger at
start of climb over England. #4 Engine was leaking oil and couldn't be feathered when approaching the target about 30 miles off the
German Coast. The Pilot, Lt Glass, aborted the mission and returned to Molesworth. This was the last combat mission flown by Hell's
Angels. Previous 48 missions were flown without an abortion. This flight abandoned the attempt of Hell's Angels to be the first 8th Air
Force B-17 to fly 50 combat missions after being the first to fly 25 missions. Hell's Angels returned to the USA on 20 January 1944 for
a tour of war plants. The 303rd BG(H) then adopted the name "Hell's Angels" as the official Group name.

Mission #113 25 February 1944 to Stuttgart, Germany in B-17G Thunderbird #42-38050 (359thBS) BN-U. Mission was aborted when
anti-aircraft shell fire wounded the Photographer Sgt Paul E. Buckley in the right leg. On the return flight alone Thunderbird received
excellent fighter protection from P-47s and Spitfires. No enemy aircraft were encountered. Sgt Buckley was placed in the 303rd
Station Hospital after a "red flare" landing at Molesworth which indicated wounded aboard.

Crewmen completed their combat tours of 30 missions on 11 April 1944 with Lt McMahan (CP) completing his combat tour on 20 April
1944,

Although Gordon is not mentioned in this official account of the
injury to Sgt. Buckley on the February 25, 1944 mission, he was
probably instrumental in saving the photographer’s life. It is
always the aircraft commander’s decision to abort a mission or
complete it; but Lt. Glass undoubtedly got the information he needed
to make that decision from Gordon, who was in the radio room when
Buckley was injured. Gordon tended to Buckley'’s wound; and was the
only crewmember in a position to know if he would survive the long
trip home if they completed their bomb run before turning back.



Gordon Miller & Ball Turret Gunner David O. Michael

On Mission 16, March 3, 1944, to Berlin, Germany, from his station in
the radio compartment, Gordon noticed that “Mike’s” turret was not
moving. He opened it to find that Michael’s oxygen line had severed,
and he had passed out from anoxia. He helped Mike into the radio
room and fed him oxygen to revive him. His quick thinking
undoubtedly saved the man’s life.

Sgt. Michael kept a diary of his missions. His entries for this
mission are as follows:

March 3, ’44 16™ Mission, abortive sortie to Berlin.

Frostbite, passed out- went to hospital. Miller is strictly on the
ball. Lucky!

March 4, ’'44 In hospital. (Crew went to Berlin again)

March 5, 44 0On 16— pPassed out from anoxia, forehead was
frostbitten. (“Life can be beautiful”) Feel like a fellow dead and
revived.

Because he missed the next mission, “Mike” flew one more with another
crew, after the Henry Glass crew completed its 28°".
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The Henry Glass Crew 360t Squadron, 303rd Bomb Group

Officers: L-R Henry Glass, Pilot Paul Robuck, Bombardier
Nicholas Pepe, Navigator Eugene McMahan, Co-pilot

“The Best Damned Crew In The World”

Enlisted Men: “Eddie” Roberts, Tail Gun David Michael, Ball Turret Frank Stellato, Left Waist Gun
Frank Patrone, Right Waist Gun Gordon Miller, Radio/Gunner Dominic Carbillano, Engineer



End of Tour Smiles




