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This is the first raid _thad the 303rd, Bomb. Oroup hes been called upon to-meke
since we have been in englend or anyplace else for that matter of fact. The

terget 1s 8t. Nasaire . There are submerine pens there-and storage—supplies for
the subs. These pens are of & Deculer strustures,being fourteen feet in thickness
and are wide at the baege and narrow at the top. A direct hit is no good on them

ag the bomb hits the eildes =nd explodes doing little damage. One has to get hie bomb hLi

right in front of the deors. gup gip did not go on this raid but returning -

orews had some hair raising stories to tell about the antl aircraft
fire oplsr the target. Itwas quite thrilling to count-the returning ships

and see the amount of damage done to the various ships. From atl
acoounts 1t really was a hot one,



Todays.terget is 8t. Neseire. This makes.the second doy in e.row that
1% hes been attacked by flying fortresses, My ship L24562 went on this
raid put becauge of my cold I did not go. I have been grounded by
Oapt. Henry until my cold clear® up., At the present time I can hardly

talk, Cant say thet I envy the boys very much from the laet reports
vut I hete to see the orew that I have been with since we formed in the -

Stetae go off and leave me behind,

All the ships took off eerly and formed above the field about 9.00 4.l
They_returned sbout three oclock. They really had & tough time of it today.
Allerew members report encountering very hau'nr flak, Not only was there plenty of 1%,
but it was very accurate. The target wes hit heavily and several good

hite were reported. The Forts were albo encountered by enemy planes which

attaalted from the rear. Battarson a tail gunner in the Hunga Dunga claims to

have shot down three and Reimo 1in the Bhip No Monkey Business also

got ons. One crew member in the group.was injured by flak, BSeveral of
the ships bore witness of the fact that they had been through a tough sorap.
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Well what do you know the terget for today is once agaln 8t. llazaire or
what the boys now call Flak Gity, I am still on the elck llet and
therefor e unable to go. The ship and the crew went except Hill our
regular right waist gunner who is mleo elck, T/8gt, Zeimer went in his
place,

The regults of thig raid were very good according to the reports and as

wes proved lated by the pilctures telen at the time of the reid, The
Flak was very heavy egain and 1t got one of our bombers this time,

Thig is the first ship to be lost by our group and it was out of the
359 Squadron, It was on thie raid that Ca t. Fulgum who was just made
Group avigator jumped out of the lead shipinte that gcaldron of Flak,
If he even m de 1t to the ground it's a mirnole. The shlp in which he

waeg riding was hit and some how_or other 1t is understood that orders to gtand
by were given and that he mistnderstood them to jump. Well the ship meda 1%t back to.
the coast and lended at a South England town, 8id Hall a ball turrett operator

in the Hunga Dunga was hit in the back and hie ship landed at Exeter and

he was tacten to the hpeplisal there. BSeems as if he will be out for a long
time, some even say that he will never fly combat again. T/ 8gt. Zeimer

the men who took Hille Place frosme his right hand while tryinsg tao “ix hile
gun which was likewiee frozem. The temperature wae 30 below. The Hunga
Dunge gnce egain wee holes up. J.B. White the crew chief certainly has his
hands full trying to keep this ship in the air.




The weather finslly hag decided to let us g0 @n another raid. Well ]
finelly got rid of my cold enoughto get permission to make this trip.
The target for today is Lille France . We are to heve = fighter pro-
tectlion of 250 Epitfirui?zfﬁﬁﬁi_sgz; as it will only teke A few momente

or houre . Well at last I am in on a telke off, I mueb confess that

although we are to have a Bpitfire escourt I am A bit unersy as to the

outcome, As in all cases of denger 1 say a prayer %o the Blessed Mother

for the protection of the crew as a whole. We take off and after what

seems hours of circling we finally get into formation and start for our
rendeavous with the other groups., It le-reslly wonderful to sez tha way

that the groupe form without using any signals. After a hzlf an hour at 20,000
the ball turrett opermtor calls up and informe the ilot that hle gunse

will not operate. After constantly vonking on the guns Carroll the bell
turrett operator can't doa thing with them so the pilot decldes to turn
back, On the way back the navigator looses his way and in the meantime

I have loet my verjfication sheot. The pilot calls up on the interphone and
aalcs me to get a QUM, This I,try %o do but I em challenged and not having
the verification sheet I cannot answer. We keep flying around and the
pilot decides thet we must land to find out where we are . We lan at

e fidldend get outposition,then we take off mgain. Well we finally land

et our home field about &an hour after the other planes which went on and

completed the miesion. We were iven up for lost for ne one had seen us leave the
formetion and it wae thought that we were shot down , You should have

seen the faces of the ground menthey were a® hepry as larka. Two ships
were lost on this reld we later ound gut. Oh, wedl I still have my firet
to go on and 1 believe that it is all for the best that we returned.



December T2,L942 Destination ROMTILLY==SUR-- SRINE

Everybody was awaken at 4A.M, todayto be briefed for the tarpet for today,
Well the direotion of todays flight is a little different from what we
have been having. The target for today is the air deport at R MTLLY SUR
SEINE . This 18 an important repair and supply base for the LU  [UFF.

Tha target is located 75 miled.South East of Parid, The takeoff t me ia
9.00 A.M, Our plens I24562 and its orew are npt going on this pip,our

pilot and co-pilet are on the siok 1ist. We smtohed the lanea takeoff
and thev looked grand in their formation,

It-is now 3.00P.M, and the planes are returning, The returns o raid
are as follows. The target at Romilly Sur Seine was ocloaed 'n v ds

and as a-result the ships had to bomb.the secondary target which vas “he
marsheling yards at Rouen. These yards contain sup-lies ‘or tie s rines.
From the repcrts of the bombing the results wera vay sond, The ra

ran ‘nto heavy fighter oppésition ., The Flak was vary .ight. "'e loal one
ship from our squadron. This ship was hit by flak., It is said “o have been
& lucky aitfor thers were only about six bursts of it. The ara: of his
were listed as followss Pilot-Frost Co=-pilot Mayes=»= Yav gator * Phillips
Bombardier Rromilee --Engineer s Hilderbrand.** Radio Op.-Povwers

Ball Turrett =« Shaw *» Left Waiste Davis = Right ‘/aiste levine-- Tail Toney
Seaveral Chutes were ssen to be in the alr when this ship-started down.It

is possible that asome of these m n may esoape. LT. Nolans Shi. THE JERSEY
BOUMCE YAS also hit by flak., Both the navigator and the bombardier were hit
by flak. They give themselvea ‘irst aid and managed to_get away their bombs
and the navigator vloted his way b-olk pon landing they were both taken to
the ospital ‘or treatment, 'me ship "rom the 380th Squadron. Hamill the

radio opeeator of the Jersey Bounce had a narrow egoape as & hullett from
&n ememy ' lghter oame thru the side of t.a& fuselags missing him bv innhes

and hitting the Lémbay. The bag of fig ters for the day w.s quoted as
I4 Folke Tolfe8, b, B I7s.



Dacenber 20,1942 pestination-- ROMMILLY»»SUR~--SEINE

Up we &ars hright_und_unrlg_atwluﬂﬂ_ﬁ.H,qtn_hnhb:iﬂfad.fun_tadnyn_targat.
Perhaps our ship will ro _today for we are sschaduled. well what-do-vou lmow
todays target_is_the same as _on cscember. 12, -Yep HOMILLY- SUR-SEINRE-The

air decot again. Takeoff is for 0.00 AM, Tfe_are flying the leed.ship- of

our sguadron with Ma jor Wurbach as _our_pilot. and Vorales_as the- ﬂﬂ-pilﬂt SR
The rest_of the arew is_the same as alinys. After the nesessary-prepsrations——

we taxie off to takeoff. At last T am really on a mission . I must oonfess

that this heing my first 1 feel a_little uneasy es»ealally-after-hearing

of the difficulties_that_were encountersd on this last-run,'7@ll.scome ons

has to win this-war so-let's—put-our-all into-it. We-takeelff right—on time—-

As_we soar thru space_it reminds-one of a-football-seame. a-meet-three other

croups of bombers. at different pla oces--at-different—times and-the whole-thing

Corms— L1lke- a-grontotatmn,—Li-gives—one—a—grand-faoding-40-£66-80- many-plan#s—

hehind and backine us_up, We_are_latar jbined by-a_group-of B-24s8. Before '

we arrive at_the cghannél we riok up an essourt_of-Spitfire 9s and-they

stay with us until we arrive at Rouvey France.-As-they turn for home.it-sore -

of gives one-a feeling of lonlyness.even with-about..seventy hombers about

Two minutes after the fighters—leave us wea.- ars—attanked-by-enemy fighters.

This_is_the_first time that I have_ever seen-them-and-I-now know-the-value

of resornirition. As I look out the radio room hatch-J—see one-of them

high-above the-B=24-outfit-that-is-in-back -ofug-.—He-dove—-practioally-straig

ht &t their formation and wipwagred his way right_thru it _.He ot one B=24.

and as_1it went_down_one _ocould see chutes_onening in.the-vast-sky. From-here—— -
woe—on_it _is nothing bwbt ﬂight4_Hullgtta_andntnnuard-ntﬁballnuvar—thaaakyu-lt'lh-

really a wonder that the bombers-don't-shoot each-otherout—ol the sky as-these

daring but pesty lighters hurnﬁin_unatham.ﬂlt“aasi&yaaaan_thgtuthg_ﬁunngp,_mﬂ.m_;

have learned what it is all_ahout..This fighting goes on-until we-are-about

five minutes fron the targﬂtﬂ_thun_ﬂur some_reason_or _other they leave ua alone:

possiblvbecause they are out of-gas.-When we get to the-targetthe 3056 group
whioh is loading the parade ets all mixed up-and we_go-over-the target-and begi n

a short shiht seeing tour of ‘rance, Inolidentally it-is-a-beautiful-day.



After s +h'le we begin tha_run_on_the Target.after the-p=<%-ouLl-lt-Alreaady nad
bombed it. They were susposa’ to-be after us.- As-wa_-make-the-run-on the-target
black and white puffs of smoke.appear aronud us. This is Flak the stuff that I
have heard so ruoch abrut. TIt's presence alone makes me want to be some place

else but some how or other we keep sailing thru it and finelly I hear the

bombardier yell over the interphone ROMBS AWAY. Rizht after that the Ma jor
savs let's get the hell out of hereand we procesd tc 1o so. The trip back



u
Decenber XH§,1942 ROMILLY ST SBINE OC0MT

#as vre+ty good the navigator kevt rointinz out the different places bhalow us

it bepan to reserble & sight seeing tour and as we passed southeast of Paris

we saw that sad citv and itt's famous land mark the Tiffle Tower. ‘e have only a
short distance to o and then we will pizk up an escourt of Spitfire 83 ef
Jouvey France. As we approain the sitv of Bouvey planea are sirhted directly

in frount of us at about 2000 vards and the navigator warns all to be carefull
&8 thev mav be our escourt, Well on and on they come and they are finally reasog-
nizad as the volves thev are eneny nlanes Fodlke Wolves. Yere we =o all over
arain they =re all over the place sahout fifty in all. Theay keep diving at our
formaticn and the Ma jor thru the means of evasive action keeps the squadron

out of harm. The temparature at this time is 5(Q degreses below F. Some BI7s

out of the 305th froup benoms stragglers and are piven a pgraat deal of attent-
ion by the enemy. You bsgin to wonder with so meany fighters throwing so muach
lesd how Liwzse B IVs atay up. Finallv one goes down. I underatand that some H-24s
also went déwm. This fight want on until we were about halfl way across the
shannel then thank Sod it stopped. We never did sea the 8pitfire escourt we

weare gussosed to pick up. A total of six bomhers were loat on the whole mission
The bag of enemy fighters Tor the day was 44 [Fockle Wolvee .

SCORE.

Bornbers lLost 6 Enemy Fighters 44
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TODAY I35 CHRIZTMAS DAY L&ND WE ARHE MOT 3CHEDULID ¥OR A RAID T0DAY,
IT IS HRALLY SUICRISING THAT DESPITE THE ¥aCT THAT TODAY IS A
BUATTIFUL DAY FOR A RAID TR THE GODS OF WAR AWE GCIMG 70O TAKE ¥
A DAY OF MAKING 3LOODSHRED. TOQ SAD THAT MEN CAW'T 33 THIS WAY ALL
THE TIMB. WELLAT LIAST IT WILL GIVE SOME THT OPPORTIUAITY OF SEXING
AT LEAST ONE MCR: CHRISTHAS.

JAN L /943
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December 30,1343 Lorient
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Janurary 3,I1943 : Seint Naziere
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Jamurary 23, 1943 Lorient & Breat

while we were on pass the group wemt on this raid also. Their ob jeative

was the submarine pens at these locationg. Brest waus a secondary target

Lorient being the main spot to bomb. Lorient has been hombed several times

both by the R,A.F, and the U.S. alr Poroes, Still it is being used fto

supply and repair U. Boats. After we returned from our pass we got the

story from the boys who took part in 1t. The Flak was vety heavy according

to the reports of the orews. For some reason or other our squadron got shut out
of the target and as an alternative went on to Brest. They hadfighter escort all th
way down but not the kind that one likes to see. Yes it was an esoort of

german fighters who followed them and made life in general miserable with

thetk fansy dives and murderous fire. The group lost two bambers today and

one was from our squadron. These ships want down over France. The off'icers

and enlisted men from our squadron were as follows: Pilot Lt. Cconnor

Co- Pilot 1t. Ruppe, Mavigator Lt. Gordom, Bombardier Lt. Dumont, Engineer_

7/ Sgt. Mullendore, Radio Sgt. Hughes, Ball TurrettSgt. Fincher, Lwalst

Sgt. Duoas, R. Waiet Roebusk Tall Batterson. Lt. Haes the pilot of the

Hunge Dunca took & ship from the 360 th squadron and flew as the piloct of the
ship with the rest of the orew members of the 360 th squadron. This shlp

was knooked outof the air and it wase later reported that Lt. Hass was

killed ,the verifiocation on thds is weak so it looks as if we will have to
awalt further confirmeation. Another ship from our squadron nemed No Monkey
Business reelly got shot up. Between the fighters and the flak she got
geveral holes in her and two of her motors were shot out. She made it acrosas
the span of water between Brest and England before her third engine went
out. At that time she was scme where ov r Southern T"ngland then the Pllot
gave orders for the whole orew to bail out, This inoluded the Co=-pilot.

The orew lined up at the rear door of the ship and after an inspection to
see if all the parachutes were right the Navigator Lt. Grant aasembled the
beys in order then one by one he pushed them out the door.The crew of this
ship were as follows and the order in which they went out. 3/ Sgt. Maxwell
s/ Sgt. Saddler,Sgt. Heaps, T/ Sgt. Dasher,T/ Zeimer,Sgt. Smith,Lt. Hurlbutt
Lt. 9teel Lt. Grant. Lt. Oxrider landed the ship in a small patoh of land
after having t pass up a playing field because children were playing & game
of football there. This waes quite a feat_for he only had one motor hadno
chance to mmnuverfor he was 1 sing altitude all the time,and the fleld he had to le
land in was so smdll that he 2 uld not piek his spot. Despite a 1 this

he landed the pldne safely with no further damage to it., From the present

reports the Army Alr Foroes will salvage the ship. Thev pldan to put four
new motors in her build a runvay by outting down fences and treee and some



Janurary 23, 1943 Lorient & Rreast

one of thess fine days fly it out of there. Meenwhile the menbers of the
orew were landing all over England. Smith landed in a field amoungst

a bunch of gheep. A_farmer picked him up and later on he wms turned oyer
to the looad authorities, Aes_Maxwell jumped he lost his shoes and

he landed in his bare feet. Zeimer landed in the hille and so did Saddler
These boys went to the nearest town and ran into Lte. Grant and urlbutt
who were sipping tea in & nearby farm house. Dasher landed in a large field
and as he gathered in his ohutehe seen & jaunting oart ocoming out to meet
him with & girl and two boys in it. As the cart stopped near him one of
young lads jumped out with a knife in his hand and aaid are you a Jerry
if you are I'll knife you. Vhereup-n Dasher exolaimed that he =ms an
American Flier, The girl in the oart told the boy to put the lmife away
and ahe questiecned him further. Being fully satisfied with his dtory

ghe told him to get in the oart and then she toock him home. While he
sipped on some hot tea and ate home made bisoults, the girl got in

touch with the local authorities, who later oame and ploked nim up.

While he ems waiting the lady of the house baked him a pie. All the

boys returned tbh the squadron the next day. All in all it was same d y.



Janurary 27, 1943 Willamshaven Germany

Hege 1t 18 five thirty egain and we are once more gyplroned ‘o nttend
a_briefing agein. I get uo and go to breakfast then to the briefing room
to find out whers ere schaduled to run to today. At six A&.M. we erc td4
that our targst for today 1a the naval base at Williame'nven Cermany.
This base 18 located in Northwestern Germany naar the Frisian Ielanis

in the North Sea, A%t the presant time we ave informed that the G ne
are using this base to supply and repalr subs t at are cooelng 8 ch
trouble out in the _  Atlantic. Takec off is echeduled for 9§ A.l. From all
accounts this will be a hot one as there are approximately fifty -irgle
fighters and one hundred and ten twin engined obg,pot to men'i the
f1ak that is expected. From the briefing room the arew goes thro the
negessery preparations proceeding a mission , Everything is crecie fram
te glass on the nose of s'ip to the very tip of the tail. At 8.1
A.M, Lt. Morales orders the er-incs to be warmed up ani thc entiré

crew assumes their rositione. At B50 A.M, we taxl out to the runvay and
9,15 we are in the air. As we circle around and round to get in format=
ifon I begin to_wonder if we will ever e thhks tripfor after five abo-
rtione wa should sheke off that Jinx that seems to be after us. ur
group finally gets into formation an’ we go offto meet the other groupe
wha ere going on this run -t Jifferent looations, We form over nglana
and hoad ou¥ ovor the Yorth Bes. "hrer are four groupe in all g 1l
look bzck out of the radic room snd see two of them bahind us it gives
one a great feeling.



After an hour snd a half we galn oxygen altitude
gnd put_on_our mesks, It certainly looks as if we arc colng to co through
with this one. /e -pprasch the Frisian Islande and all are warned of
the possitility of seeing oproeition from the alr, Afew burste of flak
are thrown up af us froo the islandaiut they are not near. Three minut®
after this we are over Gern:ny ppoperand within five minutes the affore
mentioned ‘ighters show up. I must eay thet theee fighters are veostly
different from t e ones that I ran into #p my firet raid, They come in
and turm their bellies to our guns and fall easy victum to many of
our gunners, I don't get a ehot myself as my gun becomes frozen again,
As we arproach our tarcet the 7igshters shy awey and bursts of flak be-
gin to arpeer all around, The barrage is not too thick but 1t is right
on our sltitude but either too late or too soon, 3oon the chefring vol-
ce of the bombardier in bombs away , Ag we turn away from the target
we 8till have some flak but those pesty fichters begin to swam around



Janurery 27, 1943 Williamshaven Germ

us ageln. The fight lasts for aboutiwelve minutes and we then find
oureclves outhn the North Sea and on our way home, The talk over the

interphone is one of cheer for so far =11 has gone well and it looks

a8 if we have heaten the jinx that has heen following us. All guns
have fired well and the crew in general &re greatly surprised at the
wey these Gorman fighters have beheved. The general opinion 1e that
we run into g Sunch of novices of which several no longer exiet ‘ue
to some good shooting., No bombers wére lost on this flight nd we
land at our bese at two P.M, We are greeted by our ground crew and
ar then hustled off te the briefing roon to be interro ated a2n' get
a zandwich nd a cup of coffee. After the interrogation the crew
-geturne to the plane o clean up their guns and prepair to go on
another. Thig males numher two for me and four for the ship. The
way thinge were going I never thought that I would get thig one in
but now 1t looke s if we are off . We have given the other planes
2 big handicap now wetch our emoke. At the present time we are slx
raide behind the ships that came over with us.



Feburary 4,I1943 Emien Germany

We are awakened at 5,30 A .M. and proceed to pet drgesed and po to breakfast
From there we go to the briefing roam and thera we.find out that today's
target is Emden Germany. Ve are after railroad yards and sunplies., Theze
yards have a tremendous capaoity “or haulage daily and carr & rpood deal
for the subs. Ve leave the briefing room and go to tha ship to install
our guns. We don't wipe the oil sompletly off the guns for we have found
out sontrary to teoh orders that the oll makes them fire better if a
thin ooat is left on them. I think that we have found the key to stop
our abortions. The motors are started up at the proper time and we
taxi out to the runway at 9.30_A.M. and takeoff at 9.40r, . fe form
abov: the {iald then we fly to plok up #% tha other gr ups at different
pointa then we point for +he wash wiloh peinta cut into the North Sea.
We go over the wash and are now aver the North Sea. We bsgin to alimb
and are foroed to tak- oxygen. Our plan of flight is to flv to a ocertain
spot in the Yorth Sea then turn to Bur right townrds Germany. (Qur flight
takes us over the Frisian Islanas where we get a few bursts of Flak.



Feburery I3, Igk3 Houwa Germany

e _bright and early for the briefing which is held et 6.00 A.M. and we

are told that the target for today is Hemm Germany.-The-target -is-alarge
marshalling varda _at “amm, There is a_tremendous amount of freight traffie
over these roads dailv. Since-most of this ‘raffis is supplies the target
is vety important, Ve left the breifing room and-teek-the-necessary sotion
previous teo.a mission. Wa-took-offatf(.000 M, meet-the other-groups at
different locations then prooseed-norogs-tha-Nerth-Sea-to-Germany. As- we

gain altitude the olouds-bealow beaone heavier. By the time we get-to 20,000

ft. the clouds wera so-thiek “hat !t-was =lmost impossible-to-see-the ship
in-fi'ront of vou,.-The formation became. separated-and-B-I7s—were-all-over—the
sky in Germany. Lt. Dunica and.our- Filot.lt.-Morales-decided that-they-had
enough of this so after IS5 minutes L8-theyv-peelad-off from the formation

ftoer following Lt._Dunina_for a_bout_{ive minutes we_ finally sighted land
vhere there should_have_been_wnter._Cur navigator-gave the necessary direot
ions-te the pllet-and-we_—turned-around-and-headed-in the-epposite-direstions
It. Dunica followed-us-and-before long-we-ware over water, 10 %&6.8 quiet
dey sc far for no fighters oould ever have gone into-that soup-and-we
were plad to =#f out of it. 'About ten_minutes out of fermany we spotted a
fighter and he-made—_two-passes.-at-us..—Lt.~Meralse and Dunioa used the
evaeive astion so—well-that—the—fighter didn't have a chance to hit us.We

fired all arcund-him-but he made-it-fior heme, By this time we were going
like hell our indiceted_air—apeed—was 27.5-M,P.H, &nd it didn't take us too

long to get home. We_landed_at-I,00R,M.-and went to the interregatien office
and - cot the questionin: over with. At the interrogatien we found out that

no B I7 s ware est and that one fi hter had been shot do'm hy & ball turrett
man-from-our s uaron Beb. Snith. of 'ndiana,



Faburary I6,I9L3 Saint Naziere France

Wa are call to emttend m briefing at six A.M. s&nd at the briefing we gre in
formed thet the terget for today is an old friend to the group,yep, thats

it 3t. Naziere France or _commonly referred to as_flak city. The crew goes
through the usual actions_previous_to a takaﬂft#and_ﬁxﬂrxihingmia in_order
es we thxi out to_the_runway to take off . We tekeoff at 10.00 A.Y. _join our
grogp above the_field then fly away to meet the_other groups, We join and
pass over the Bouthern part of Englendout to EQEL;_EE_&EAHHEH_at oXyoen

and travel over water for_abouttwo hours before the navigator informe us of
our whereabouts_and_to _be on_the look out for planes.. The tarzet iz located
ne=r the sea Eide_ﬂu_me_ﬁunltﬁyaxe#much of a-:un_nn;it_asqma come_ from the
gsen. As we approach_the target we _become enveloped in tursts of emoke and

no one has to tell us that _we_are_in flak. This etuff ls_reslly he.vy,_ seccurzate
and close. In fact too cloge, one_can see the_red _bursts_as the shell exple
desabout us. Smoke from these burete fill the alr, if it weren't for the
evasion action of the group and the pilot it would be impossible for lene
to stay in the air. Bombs sway i=_gratefully hesred over the interphone for
thet means that we are on our way out. Our trip back is not ever so_much
water but over a great deal of France. The arca below 1ls pretty well =tocl-

ed with Antl alrcraft guns for even after we.are away from the main a




F1ek 8till continues to buret about us. As I look out the redio roo owards

the t 11 1 see two shells burst above us about twenty feet. We haed “lown be
tween them. I am awakened from my snezenent as the pilot warne all_over the
interpione that fighters are in the vicinity. BRight at this time the inter
phone ceeses to function end all positions are put on command, Those “ight
ers_out there are _not green horns and ‘hey come_in moke a pess_at_us_then.
go out about 2000 yardsrun around a bit in a_cleqle_then come_in_again . It
is good to hear the rattattat of our guns as_the fisghters come_in_and are
forced to turn out_agsain. Their tectics finally got_them resulte_as they
have crippled one bomber _and are now. giving him a working over._ Suddenly

The 3pook & ship in_eur squadron th=t_c: over from-the_3tated_peels-_off
from_our formation and zoes down to help ont_the ahip in_distress.._Thes_Spook
joins the crimpled ship in formatlion a: the _Germans come in_to_attack
again . It now appears as if all the cermans _are_concentrating on_theme_two
ships and it isn't long before Ths Spook is_seen_golins dowm._due_to_the
confusion going on about us no one noticed if there_were_ ,_pa:anhutaa_nutnf

it. By thie time we are over water and it's_a_tough_spot.to_do_any paraschu
ting., The entire crew of the Spook lived in the_hut with us_and they were

a great bunch of bopslet's hope they come out_allright. Eor about ten minutes
after thi s the fightera continue to come in again and sgain then they leave




Feburary 16,1943 3aint Neziere Franca.

us and_we fly back to our base without any further incident. The mein
tppic of conversation is just what h . pened to the Spook, The officers
and men were great boys and our good friends, The compliment is gs foll-
ows. Lt. Dunica P ilot, Lt. P acey Co- P ilot L t, Thornton Fav,

Lt. Seibal Bombardier, T/ Sgt. Tucker XEng. T/ Sgt, Holland Badio,

s/ Sgt. Casio, 3/ Sgk. Dew, Sgt. Harper R, Waist. 5/ Sctr Daylor Tail.

We landed at our field and went to the _interrogstlon where not'ling "ur-
ther is added to information that we -1 ready know. After the interr-

ogetion we clean the guns then return to the barracks to wait for vord
of our pales.



Peburary 26,1943 Willamshaven Germ sny

Yo & ¢ awaken today at F¥.00 A,M. go th the breifing room.and find that toe
days target is Wilkemeshaven Cermany,a very important nav:l base. ij8 go to our pid
nes and takeoff_at_8.50.A,M, assdmble over the_field-then takeoff to neet the
other groypa, We meet_the _zgroups at different_locations_then crocs the North
Sea in the direstion_df _Garmany. We .limb to-an-altitude of 25,000 ft. then
turn in off the_Sen_to_Garmany and ocur target. Befora-we— gat to the tarzet
the fighters Jome up to meet us.The falk at the_target-_is very heavy and thiok,
The bombing is right on the target and the results are very good., As we laave the
target and Flak.area the_fighters bore in on us again the heoys-up -here seem
to have learnt quite & bit.since w1 -rade our--last raid here for thay are ne

onger green as_the paper at that time roclamed.-This—time they made sure
that they would hawve some_good boys up here. As a reasult between the Flak and the
fighters we lose_ssven bombers out of the raid.-One—was seen to blow up-in the
air, another crash into the sea and four ~“hutes were seen te aome out of another,
Qur top turrett gunner and engineer shot (own a Fock Wolf . As foft the
fightees there were Ju 88s , Me I08s , FW I90s and te ITOs, Tt appears as if
they threw up the entire_German Airforse loday the fipht lasted for an hour-and a }
half. Yhen we zot obt far enough to Sea we lost the fighters end-aontinued
to_our home base. Bor oh Roy this was & Lot one even I :ot in quites a few
snots a _very unusuel thing. Well we get "o the base go th the interrozation
get a mug of ococea then retire for the n’:ht.



Faourery £{, I':-]]-l-_'f.. Rreat ¥France

We are awakened at 6.00 A.,M.,and go to chow them ;o to the briefing
where we are told that todays raid is that often bombed place named
Brest France, Qur ship is to lead the group with lfa jor Wugbach as
pilot. Moralss is the Co-pilot and Swaffer is outrankedand remains

on the ground. We go from the briefing to the plane and go throu h
the usual preparationsprior to flight, Brest is a submarins base

and rather heavily defended. We expect to run into plenty of fighters

The Spits 2re to pull asome kind of a diversion raid and also a baneh of
b 245. The Ma jor runs up the engines then we taxl out to the runway

then we takeoff at TID.I56 A.M. We cirole over the field until we have

picked up the whole group then we vroceed to other spots and form behind
other groups. We arc the fourth gr oup over the target and as there only
four groups going that makes us last. We go out to sea t r ugh the Southern
part of England. We are gaining altitude so we don ocur oxygen masks

We travel over the water for an hour and a half then we appreaoch the point
where wa are to go into the target. Ve make our turn then go over land
Suddenly bursts of flak appear aro.nd us but the berrage isn't too bad.
"The ¢louds are all around looks like a difficult day for bombing. Suddenly
before us the aglouds °Pen up 8nd right there under us is our target.The

bombardier shouts with delight as he [ixes hias slghts on the tarpget. Ve
have a beautiful run and some good hita. As wa pull off from the target

and head for the sea five fighters are seen in the air at one point or
another thay make a few passes at some of the planes then retire to be

soen no mere. Durlng the time they were in the sky however one of the
planes from the groups that were in front of us has dropped rom his
formagion and 18 out there by himself as our grouwv catoches up w'th him

and passes him the Ma jor slows down the epeed of the formation to let

the lame duck or disabled ship to join our formation which he does, From
here on it becomeas just & routine flightand we return to our base with

no harm done to any ship. W, go to the Interrogation at the usual sandwich

then go out to olean the puns and get the snip in order for another one.
Oviously the diversion raids put on by the apits end the B B4s made it
an easy day for us.



March 4, IgL3 Home Germeny

fie are awakened at £.,00 A,M, to go to the breifing where we mra told that the

target for today is YHamm._Germany the marshalling yords that we were susposed to haw
nit on a previbous date. The take of'f was at I000 A,M, then we asaembled abova the

fiald then mmet the other_groups-at the appointed places then lookoff acrosa
the North Sea, Ve gradually gained-altitude until we were up to 23,000 {t,
At this altitude we crosaed the German coast at the Frisian Islandshut the
clouds beocame so thick that ths lead group turnedto the right and hasaded

for Jollandour secondary target. At this time unlmown to the other groups

the 81 St. group went on te theoriginal tarpet Hamm by themselves, Tie oro sed
the Zsider Sea went over Amsterdam where we had some flak shot at us on to

our thirget which was the docks at-Rotterdam Yolland. As we hit Rotterdam

we were greeted by an intense barrage of Flak. and it was mighty acourate

Ae we made our bombing run I mever thought that we would evar get out of the flak
it was all =around us. I was relieved to hear the hombardier shout Pombs-awavy,
Right afterthis we were hit by Flaken our Ne. 2 engine. The Engine-began to
smokeand for a while 1t@ppears as it-we will have to jump. CAp . forales sheuts
for Capt, Mitohsll te turn the fire extinguisher on that mngine whish he does.,
Capt, Morales keeps the engine running but shew mainly tn keep the fighters
whioh.are now up in the air from picking us out-as a nripple and attack us
which thev generally .do. We also-got-a-flak-hit on the ts«il hut nothing te
worry about. Finally Capt, lorales feathered-Noe. P engine . There wvere only
four fighters in the air and the naarest that one cama to us was about 500 Tds.
s returned to our base without any further trouble with the formation.

Then we went to the interrogation we—I'ound out-thet the 9Ist. Greup went into
Hamm eand bembed it. They run inte plenty-of fighter oppesition and in the
pretess lost four bombers. Their.plenes were pretty well holed up whan they
landsd, The weather in general was lousey over the continent today and I don't

think that the bombing was the best in the world. Most of the pleanes in our
group_got one hole or another as a result ef that anourate Flak over Rotterdam,




arch-6, 1943 Lorient  France

Qur crew was on pass today as tl ~oup bombed Lorient France where aub
pens and supplles are based, From all the accounta tha raid wes a big
success and the target was amashed. The Flak was reported as very in-

acourate. f{owsver_on this reid four Pishe#were lost. Three Liberators
and a Fort, The Fort belonged to our Group. As far a fightamrs were non-erned

there were only [lve. Can't understand how so manv plemes were lost.
The Photographs of the raid showed that the tarset was hit heavily,
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March 14,1943 Rouen France

Today we are awakened at 7.00 A,M. to go to chow then to attend the briefing
at 8.00 A,M, We are told that toflays target it Rouen France. Thés is a
railrosd ocenter and is an outlat ‘or U Bost supplies to the Southern part of
France., At the present time there are quite a bit of supplies there. We are
to first make a diversion ten go into the target. The diversion is to take
us in the general direotion of Holland then back into Fnglend then from
Beachihead into our target. Ve takeoff at II.00 A.M. Torm above the {ield
then pick uon the othar groupe at previously appointed places and roceed

on our diversion. We pget up to oxveen and we are soon over the Cnannal

We fly over to the coast of 'renace and watch the Spitfire escort make crazy
patiens with their vapor trails. This reminds me of a little hoy thumbing
his nose to antagonize his onemy. Vell we do not see any eremy fi: ters.

e have now completed our missl n as {ar as the diversbon is consernadand we

are now at out turning ~oint. Right at this moment the eletric neated suit
of the ball turrett gunner has gone outso the pilot decides tov wurn bask
and we procedd to leave the formation and go home. We get home to cur
bage at I2.30 P.M, and all ‘re rather domnhearted seeinpg that we had pone
so far and not hﬂing able to somplete the mission. A-half an_hour later
the rest of the group returns-'rom the raid, Aftar they landed we found

out that they seen no fighters and that the flak was very light. WNo one
was hurt and all in all it was a pretty good show.
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March I8, 1943 Vergesak Germany

Van R. White the ohief opsrations alerk awakens us at 6 A.M. to attend tha-breifing
for todays mission. We ;o to the breifing and _find out that the target for today

ls Vergesack Germany. This is & big su'marine and supply base North East of

Bremen. We leave the breifing end go to our ship to get everytiing is shipshape
condition. We were told at ‘he breifing that we collld expect to run ‘nto about
76.8ingle engine planes and about I26 twin engine Jiobs.  We taxi out to the

runway and in due turn tekeoff and form over our field. Wfter formin- the

group fliea away to meet the other groups at various points. men all the

groups finally form I20 B I78 are counted by the crew. This is the 1 rgest lorne
thal we have-sver taken over any single target. We fly out over the nglish coast
and head_gZyértsHe North Sea. ne hour from the German coast we stort to pin
altitude and all are forced to don their oxygen mesks. Before langve pass over
the_Frisian lslands and are now on our way to our target. It will take us about - h
half an hour to reach o.r targetfrom this point. Ten minutes afte- we pa-s this H&
point we are attuoked by enemy lanes, 't “irst thew oircle aromd us without mak--

ing .any passes,then they start to bore in., There are all types o" enemy ships in
the air,Me T00s -FW I90s le I/0a and even a few Ju “Bs. The navi-ator is heard

saring over the interphone that we are at our I,P, and before long that oidd orv of



flak-ahead is heard. Pgfk is hardly the word for as we go through it the smoke
from the bursts in the sky reminds one o a poker dot dress. Afier what seems like
years.the bombardier shout: ove: the interphone RBombs Avay and we are wtill
sngulygedby ' his neve -ending flak. Rirht after this the ombay d-ors-are

closed ani Lne-door to tle-1a ‘oom-8u-denly opens and into the radio room
stumbled Carrol our ball turret man.ft first observation he appears.as 1f hés

hands are frezen. I quickly grab  is oxy: en line and fasten it to.an outlet in

the radio room,plug in the cord of his electriec suit to a socoket, and wrap-h's
hands in a blanket that I had in tle radie rcom. The pilot-informs-us t-at

one of our engines is useless as fsr as retting power but he is going td keep

it going so that _the fighters wont piclk on us with a feathered prop, and says.-that .
everything is 0.K.. We suddenly take a sharp bank to the rightend are out of t e
flak. As one looks back and sees the -t er B I7s following us going through that
dotted sky, one has to stop “nd amrvel at how in the devil they ever do it,

As soon as we-get out of the flak area the fighters onace egain-bore in-on us

Thev make pass After pass:nd all thie time we have no ba!l turret. These sttaaks
last until we. pass out-ovir the Fri:-ian 'slande and are far out -to-ses. It—ie

then and only then that we begin to take acaount of what went on. After we get out 4
of altitude the pilbt tells us that we only have two engines as two of them went

out over the targetbut that evervthing seemed o.k. and that we stood a good
chance of making it. /fter that bit of news we find out Carrols story. It seems



tarch IB,I1943 Vergesack -- Germany

that right in.the middle of that flak area the door to the ball turret opened

and the prop wash swung the turret around so that the door. was facing the back of tl
e ship. This aoction or momentem threw Carrol out of-the turret._so thet his head

and beck werm out of the turret in the air at 86,000ft. The fact that his foot

was wedred in the gun mechanirmend hat e wes able to.get.-a grip with-his

left hand on some object inside the turret saved. his_-from being-tossed -out-of the
turret completely into the air with no parachute on. He climbed-back into-the

turrettook a aouple of shots at an eneny plane and tried to alose the door of the
turret behind him. This he couldn't-do-8o hs croched in the turret as far-=s he
could and turned the turretso that he could come-us-into the plane . He-turned it

as fer as 1t could gofor the goor being opened would let the-turret only- come-up
half way. This permitted himvery little-room to come up into the plane but womehow
or other with no oxygen he malle it, l.ooks like we have -had evervihin today,

Ve keep up with the formation and soon oross the Fnglish coast.ve e-two
engines feathered on one side * d 2. Suddenly the bombardisr es dashin

from the front of the ship thru the_bombav-and tells us-to throw averything
loose out of the ship. All the orew starts throwing belts—of ammunibion-and
expended shellsand everythine that is loose out of the plane—in order to--lirhted the
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plane, After this is done the pilot tells all to-stend by-that-we-may-have-to
Jumpas the gasoline is-runnin: low. /e pass-over a field and-the pilot-trima—to
oontact it on-the radio but doesn't-ret then to them. At this time-all the crew
starts %o cheok each. others parachute to-make sure that all is in order. The
navigator Capt. Willer and the pilot spot our field off o-our-rirht-and-w

head for it. Planes are buzzing =11 sround it-and Capt. !loraleskeeps oalling
the tower that he must land as he_has-no gasto-run-around-on. There is so mueh

traffic_on the air that he san't get through so-he signals them with-his—-lieht
and starts to come in for a lending. He nndnnafali-thahﬂpan to-assemble-in-the
radio room and prepair for.a-crash landing as he-belioves—that-our-left hend
landing tire is. .flat,., e make our approach-to-the runwgy—then-level-off-tn land
After what seems endless momentswe feel tha plane hit the-runwaygently as though
nothing was the matterthen suddenly after a-short—roll-the-ship-bagins to-shiver
and shakethen it doss a gentle spin to the left just a bit off the runway

and ocomes to a welcomed stop. Each and every one of the-orew thanks Capt. i‘orales
deeply for this wonderful performance then -the- orowd--of arewmen,sightaeers,
newsmen and pisture men begin to swamm around the vlane.-After several nioture
shots we takeoff fot the gnterrogation room for a cup of coffee-and s sendwish
get interrogated then go to our barrasks for a well earned reat,




larch 21,1843 Rousn France

At the breifing today we are told that the targat for today is the marshall
ing yards at Rouen_Franoe. The ship waa loaded with 500 pounders. The group
tookelff at I300 A.M, nga=smbled over the fisld then piclzad up the othar

groups that were to be in the raid. The weather_is beautiful as ve 21imb
onvards and upwards to 24,000{t. where by 'his time we all heve on oxXygen
masks, W make & diversion run_in the direction aof olland return to ‘mgland
then_maka the real run _for r tarcet. s have a Spitfire escort on cur—
diversion an’ half way into the target




1

he time for briefing today is 9.00 A.M. and we are told that the target for tod
ay is the dooks at Rotterdam. So far the weather is lousy. We go out to the
ship asid go through the usual aotions prior to a mission. e are susposad
to tike off at II.00 A,M, but the ground haze is so bad that it is put
baok an hour. At I2.00 AM we taxi out and takeoff. Our positi n is lead ship
of the last element,.,we oirole over the fieldgaining formation , There is
& heavy cloud formation above us that we will have to go through. 'pon seeing

thies I put on my parachuteand I see the lead ship dissapear into the clouds
Suddenly we too are enveloped by one of natures wonders and to airmen

a oconstant nuisence. Visibility is about 26 to 5O yerds. These cl uds
started at 6000 ft. and we are now at 8000 ft. At this time 1 heard a loud
noise like a machine gunand for the life of me I wes wondering w ~ was

8o dumb as to be firing in this soup. Suddenly The Taid gunner E/rsgt. Blake
exoldimed over the interphone that some ship had oollided with our wing
ship and that it had ripped the wing ship right down the top to the tail.
Both ships dissapearedin the soup and Blake didn't eee anyone bail out.

Blake said that the ship that caused the ~ollision just missed us by about
twenty feet. If Oxrider hadn't climed he was the_left wing man he would

have been hit also. Well the soup or olouds start to beoome lighter_and



we bagin to Peel better. On our left a B 17is seen haading for us . Hinds

points his top turrett at it and he sees the bombardier wavin _his hends frantl
ally nevertheless our pilot has to make & steep turn to the right to avoid
being hit. So far this has bbhen a swedl way to start out on a misaion. Tt's
bad enough to have the ememy after you but when you have to watoh your own
boys thats bad, Planes are all over the sky and it seems as if they will
never get together. However after some time things shape up and we go on

to meet our Spitfire esoort. We pick up the escort and make a diversion

rald towards Prance. Nearing the connt of Franoce we turn around and go

back to England. Upon reaching England we turn around and oross the channal
to make a run on our tar@et. As we reach the coast of Holland we runinto
flak which bursts around and about us but never toc closetoreally bether us.
A1l the orew remembers that it was at this point that one of our motora

were hit before by flak. The bokbays open snd the bombardier shouts

bomba avay and both Hinds and I take plotures of the bombing through the
bombay. We make a large oircle over the town to skip the flak and after a
long time we finally pass over the Dutoh coast and start our way haak,
There ara about six enemy 1ighters in the air and they make no attempts

upon our group. The other groups get a little working  wver. It isn't too long
before we pick up our Spitfire escort and they are driven away. Col.



deroh 31,1943 Rotterdam Folland

Romig the leader of our group deoides to get under the overcast as we head back
for Fngland. About half way across the channel we spot a convoy and lh

haok of it a submarine which is crash diving upon seeing us. Cne of the planes
of the group drops out of formation and goes off in that direotion. We probably
has some bombs as the rest of us are empty. It's a greas chance hope he gets
it. We return back to the base at about 2000 ft. and it is very bad for

visihility., We make th e field and in due turn land and ars interrogated at Wfje
the breifing room. When we get baok to the squadron we find out that three

of the boys in that ocollision mentioned earlier from our aguedrons ship

vera thrown out of the shlip and parachuted to safety. Two fellows from the
other ship got sut also. All the rest were killed as they never did get out of the
planes, The ship which orashed into our ship had 20 raids to 1ts credit and

g0 did the whole crew, Testonl who just made comb t and this was his first

ride was thrown out of the plene. There or when God ouly knows but he found
himeelf floating thru space and more or less in a vain hope reached for héas

rip sord on his parachute and pulled it . Afew moments later to his surprise

he was floating downward with the parachute fully openad above him &nd he
finally reached the ground. He wasn'y emem hurt. The Radio man was thrown

out of the radio room in much the same manner. Hia Name was fl@ague. He made the
same attempt as Testoni did and hies chute opened. He had a ‘ew scratches
nothing bad. The third men Novak sho was the right walst gunner opposite
Testohi was alsc thrown out of the ahip. He doean't remember much about the

whole thing as he was hurt pretty badly. He had three or four cuts on the
headand his left a1 le broken and four toes of that same foot broken.

His right foot was bange wup but not broken. All he remembered waas that he
found himself floating down to earth with his parachute open ebove him, He
landed in a fleld and this added to his diffioulties as his chute was opened

and it tried to drag him long theground. A farmer came to his asslstanoce
released him from his chute made a splint for his legthen took him to his

house where he was_later piocked up,anL arougnt te the huﬁbi‘;if Al—obaer
avpiars of Ewo 3hips were killed and thar2a is going to be a funeral
held for them in London _within a day or so. Yo bambers wore_loskt a t

raid exzepl for thease two that cragled up.

*



April 4,1943 PARIS (Renault Mfg,Co. Tanks)

We are awaken at 7,00A,'", to go to briefing at 8 A.M, At the brieafing we are
told that todays target is the former Remault Mfg. Co._In peape_time ite prod=-

uotion was eutomobiles_today it ie used by the Germans_to_amnufacture_tanks. ..
It has taken nine months for them to repair it after the English _raid at that_ tlime

After the necessary praflight preparations.we_taxi.out-and-take-ocur-place—in
line and eventually sakeoff. The weather is_non_too_good_for_it_is_wvery cloudy..—
The group gets_aboue_the_clouds and then we_form-and. proceed_-to-other_points_to—
pick up the other graups going on the raid. We have B24s on this trip and it is t?
job to do a diversion. We.also nisk up a scitfire_esoocurt-and_proceed-to-the-

Dutch coast. We_then-leave the spits and the R24s-and-return to-England-where

we make our turn-—-for the_Frmnch oceast. and-a--run-fer-sur-target.-Once-we-arosg——
the chennel the_weather improves wonderfully-and-as we go unto-France—it-is—a——
berutiful day. e go right bv_Rouen_scene_of former wvisits_undisturbed to our -
target. There right smack to the_right ofius—dis_-the_Effel Tower - [emous landmark.
Paris is right unde- us nd At-the-time J-begin-to wonder what—is-goingon down
thera, At this time The bombardler warns all-that we_are_about to-go-on the
bambing run I opened the radio-room door leading to the bombay for st the-time
the bombs drop I have to turn on the aamera-whiohwe_are. carring.-To-my survrise
one of the bhombshas hmcome loose_and_it is_lyingon top_of the lowest_one. Hinds
the enginesr tries to inform the bombardier of_what_has happened hut_is so ex=
gited that no-one can guite make hinm_out..TI ffind_m}ts'e.lf ag..bad _when J_see the
spinner becinning to move .J grebbad_the spinner_with-my-hand-te-stop-lt.and_I
held onto.it until the bombs dropped. As thﬂ;hmTLhﬂ_dnﬂp_pﬂd_Thﬂ__ta.r:gutJann lon .

ger in view for it was a mass—of-smoke frem-tha-planes that. wara.in-front of us.



T turn=d_onthe camera and wakzhed_ocur-hombs_ hit_into the_center of the smoky —
area._ Immediately there vas a large_ilame from the ground for we_had hit an cil
sk phaps was & few bursts of flak_but_none were near. As we turned awey from
the_target to go heme we were attaakedﬁhy fighters. Looks as if they sent up_their
whole airforce  rhere must be ag least sixtv fighters all around us. Todey they
are trving-something .difierent they.are_attacking us in formation sometimes
four_and_other times in sixes. They stagger themselvesbut their 20 mm. shells
are all around ua. As this is going on_the pilot suddenly shouts over the
interphonafor oripes sake they are_dropping bombs on us. Some I09s were about
three_or_ffour thousand _feet abuxu“us_ﬁudﬂanwing_thair bombs liks corn about us
The bombs :an he ssen as they drop and must weigh about J00 to 200 Lba. (ne
bomb burst close_to-the_lesader of our flight and cne burst close emough to us
toss us around ih_the_air rau hly. Two B 178 _were seen to go down in flames an

a result of this—unusual-fight. Several fighters were knocked down. After
fifteen minutes_of this_slam banb rag em out aflfair our spitfire escourt com es



April 4, 1943 Paris (Renault Mfg.. Co./

into view and then the fun begins. The apits real)ly put ths fws ind ICOs _on tha
run. There are several dogfights joing on and W become _spsctebors_ instead of the
hunted. After ten nminutes of fighting the skies are alear of snemy fighters

The spits continue To proteot us and alter we lesave Lthe 2ocast of England to

zo_ inland._they lsave us. Boy oh boy were e glad_to_sce them when_they_sppeared
and we owe & lot to these bovs who flew them. Ve mroceed home ward to our

bass and after encountering scme very dirc v_weather_which_caused_us to_get

lost for 8 while we arrive ai cur base and [inunal} land. The ground crew
as usual are reads *o greet us with a smile and a warm _walooma. "h* next

step is to imterrigation them to bed.



April 5,19u3 Antwerp Belghbum

We are briefed at I000 AM.MAnA we find oub that our target for todag ls

the former Fords P lgnt located st Antwerp Belgium,now used by the @ermens

to build_tonke and trucks, Our ship ie leading the grovp today and our
zroup_1is the third to go over the target. M-jor fugbach_is plroting_our _ship .
We takeoff off at 1,00 P .M, after texing to the runway. We circle the fleld
in order give the ships in our formation a chance to formate, We et in form-
ation and then nroceed to a predetermined locstion where we meet gll_the
other groups. WE proceeded towards the south east pert of England and pick
up a squedron of spitfires who are to escourt us on our diversion, We he ad
towmrd the French coast and ae we approach it we turn back to Encland. We
travell up the English coest and then he-d out to see again thie time to
Belgium where our target is located. We go over the Belgium cozst at 26,000
feet and it is not too cold and it 1s sleso a besutiful day. At the Belgium coast
weahve a few burste of flak shot up,,at us but it is not very heavy and far
2rom segurate. About ten minutes before we hit the trrpet we =re attacled
by ememy fighters Fockle Wolves end lelO%s, As we hit our I.P-. 1 copened '
the rodio room door leading to the bombay to watch the BOWBg drop . Hinds
our engineer is also looking out the bombay with a cemera in his hands.
to get some pictures, We went over the target and the bombs didnt_drop

due to some mechanical failure of *he bombsight. The bombardier dropped them
on some other targeé . No Flak was seen arround the target and the target
itself was soundly p_ounded. After we left the Belgium coast our tail
gunner could still eea - hugh column of esmoke. _After we left the targef
the fizhters once again come in,and kept it up until we were far out to ,
sea. They ceme in the same as yesterday one sfter the other firing in vollées

- |

rr————-

and attacking us from above with bombs. O ur group is not attacked very h
heavily as the ones in fropnt are, They really are taking = lot of punishment . .
Two bombers are seen to have gone down in flemes and two others were forced
down. We have our usual toll of fighters again.



Aoril 16, 1943 : - Lorient France

Our squadron is not scheduled to_go.on this misszion. Seems that wo many

plancs are arriving with crews that each squadron now is built up to a
etrength_of twelve planes. In the future one gquadron of the group will have

to sit idly by as we are to do today and watch the othere t=keoff, 'fell the
croup teokes_off mt 11,00 A.l, for L orient France to attack the submarine
pens._repeir =nd supply_shops there. Although I or our crew hes never been thare
this is a_thugh nut to creck for down there are some good Flak shooters and

those daring Yellow nosed flghters, We wait for the return of the hombers
and eizsht out of the sixteen that took off return at 6.P 1., Thie looks pretty

bad at the time, Some time l:oter we find out that seven of them h=d to land
-nd be refueled before coming home to the base. The other ship lMcDonalds

one from our squadron got shot up so bad that they had to leave it =2t a base
in Southern 3Znzland, I forgot to mention that this was the only ship to go
srom our sousdr-n to round out the group, The rsturning crews reported that
the F1:k wasn't too bad tut that the fighters were in rare form. VicDonalds
ship was dissbled after having her two engines shot out. The crew threw
everything movable out of the ghipon their rcturn over the water to England.,
The Bamineer was trying to jetson the ball turret out of the ship when

four ¥.M. 1908 attacked them . The ball turret gunner who was in the nose at

the time was helping the officers up front un’oad all the eammunibion and

guns. All the guns on the ehip were thrown out with the ammunition excent the
top turret. The ball turrett gunner jumped into the tDP turret at the alarm

of enemy fichters and shot one down. The other three turned away ~nd went home
to their bases in France, HMc Donald 5088 ed three times and the Air Sca Rescae
sent a_ship out to meet him but he mace it beck to Enhland alright.

of enemys ships destroysd 1s not our as at.



April I7,I943 Focke Wolfe P lant Bremen Germany

—_

Yo are awskened 2t 5,00 A.'L. today %6 zo to_chow_and then to the breifing
room . Looke like a long Journey todsy seeing we are swakened so early

At the breifiing we ere told that the target for today is the Focke "lolfe
2iaas dlant at Bremen Germany., Boy oh ooy this will gsurh be a hot_one %o

go thruogh,from where 1 sit it looke like another Vergesak ,for in order to g
zet to Vergesak we had to go thruogh Bremen and a sea of Flek, #o nutting

two and two together you get Flak al a mode, by attacking Bremen proper

zzr nothing of the defenses thery mish have apmsund their prize pigdna hatching
nest. We le=ve the breifing ~nd go thruogh the roglar actions praceeding a
soroa=l rald., Besides the flzk to be expected there may bes 75H.singls engine
slanes end anywhere from I00 to I55 twin engine jobs. Stations are at ©.00 Al
Yinds and Westfall the enginecr and Walst gunner are a little late but show
ap in time Lo have their suns razor sharp for todays party. Capt,Morales
warms up the engines and in due time we taxi out to the runway to tzke off,
The first plane off the ground is at (.55 A.M.) and we takesoff st IQIZ A.M,
We circle over the fiald set intd Tormation then the xrovp &3 a whols flica
t0 geot the other groups that are to take part in todays raid, We all meet
and each group fills into its alloted place. e are flying_ a new formation
today , the first group up the second down and a new ldea the ithird on top
of all. Of course each group is in back of the other so that we will not

be droppbng bombs on each other, We fly ﬂut_intp;jhe Horth_Sea_on_what _in r



our opinicn is a mighty mission for even if we don't live to see what we
gccompl ished we will at least have the satisfaction of stomping the pro-
duction of these pesty planees alittle bit. ‘We fly ovar the llorth Sea for 5
an _ho:r and a-half then we come to the Frisian Islands the doorway to Germeny,
we pass over the Islands and fly into Germany proper. All the crew are on the
slert for fighter opppsition as it may come anytime. VWe contimue to fly for
almoet & half =n hour ihen the warning theg fighters are in the neighborhood

We aren't Tar from the targetas the first bomhers of the group are beginning

to fe el the first effects of the falk, As we are the lamt ships to go over

the terget the leading ships arz far ahead of us, After » while the tom gun-
ner Hinds exclaims Holy Cripes do we have to go thruogh that see of ink in
front of us. As one looke in front of us all one can sea is a cloud of black

As 5 matter of fact the leading planes can no longer be seen through it. Com
mon sence would_malke one_avomd it bLut _bur objective lies somewhere in that mess
of black cloud znd bureping flak shells, Before one has a chance to think of
just what it whll be like we are in the midst of it and are surrounded by thia
smoke and bursts_of Flak. We are doing evasive action whlle trying to reasch n



Aoril 17, I6u3 T'ocke Wolfe P lant, . Bremen-Germsp N |
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our object.dve, The bombardier is using AJF.0.B. _and_soon_the_ship_lezels
our and we are_on our_finsgl run, The seconds seem like hours before that
slways_welcomed voice_of the bombardier shouts Bombs Away. 1 turned on the 9

camers 2t the same time_and_we took a_sharp turn_off the target to_the_ right b3y ¢
towards France and we are on our way home again, The groups in front of us

ang being attacked conatantly and as soon as we emerga from the target araa
thew start after us._There are Me.I09 FJ. Ju 88s ¥.W. I1°0s and Mellfs_in the £
air against ue., The bvombardiers nose gun is useless as he can onle fire one
shot at = time and Hill_the Béght Waist Gunnere gun is out due to a ruptured
cartrige, My gun in the Radio Room will only shoot afiew shots at a time thenh
the_cover plate opens up . I and the other positioms miss several good shots

due to the zgun failures. Thev, the @lermans,make several passes at us and they
really do come in cloee,in fact too darn close at times . Several B 17s are .
seen out of formation and they sre oviously in trouble and each time one goes
out of formation the Germsns really work him over, As a mat-cr of fact they
swam over a 17like bees. Before they knock out the I7s severel of them fall =
viciums to the blazing gunsef the Forts, This fight sced on for an hour '
with =11 give and talce from both sides. Finally this nishtme=re ends and_the __
last fighter is seen trailing ums then head Zor heme. The crew are told_to _re=
main on the elert for even though _we are ocut onver the Forth Sea_we may be
attecked again. Ittakes us two hours to fly over the Horth Sea before we sight
the shores of Yngland. The weather is a bit hsazy as we return and we come _in_ £ ey
low., As » matter of fact Capt. Moralesand the shipse in beck of him almost téuch
the ground they are so low. Affter due time_we arrive over the field snd land, -
Here we are picked up =nd go to the interrosation rool, After the interrogst _ 3
ion a cup of cacoa and a sandwich we tske o7f to clean our guns end rest up
for tomorrow. We_lost IE B I7s todsy. © from the Glst group ~nd/@ from the e}
306 th group. The totel account of enemy planes has not yet been accounted L
for but ii 1s believed to _be fifty or so., Well thank God thats another one

over with, :

ety




May 13,1943 Mealutas AirplaneFactery  France

Hell tedav Iam up bright and early and the esarly part ef the day _dossnT.look toe
pood “er.a raid. Howawar. there_isa rumer that.there_is te_be_cne, 3ure enough
we go-te a_briefing at-10.,30-A.M, and it.is-told-te.us that the target for teday
is the zirplane_fasteryv_at_Mealute_Erance._Thia_factery .ls caneflaged.-veary well
and it is_turning out_quite_sa_number of plam:rs e are_to_have_ten Scuadrons.ef.Spitfir
and_twe aq.uadmnsﬁu.f‘._T_huﬁdurhclt S.—siell va_leave _the hriafing reom-and_the_takeoff
is_scheduled fer I.30B.M. _After spending the magning petting ready we warm_up._the
engines and then taxi out. te takeeff which we proeceed te do .. The grnupiclimhau to
14,000 ft direotly abeve the field. threugh heawvy oleuds. We get above thes cleuds
then-don-our oxvgen-masks. -We-are geoing te be-at-exveen fer four heurs-- Three
groups. form_here then.we preceed ta geo down towards_London-where wewdll pick up
twe other groups._After we wick up the_twe groups we then_fly eut_into the channel
to.pull a.diversion_raid, We fly 2 _triangular-diversionfor s half an hour and we
find ﬂ.'l.ll'_E.E.l’.'luTﬂﬂ_.'hEI..ﬂI{..E"I-':EI'_El‘lglﬂ'.nd_._nnﬂ.ﬂ_,._ﬂg&in.-_.EI'.ﬂmmhﬂl"ﬂ:. we head Fast inte France
and..our tﬂ.r:!';u.t....,dha we. start acress the_channel we pick up~our escoert whioh consists
of Spitifires and-Thunderbelts.-We_are at twenty four-thousand feet and the weather
is—great. After awhile we reach—cur I.R. and-are new on our run te-ocur—target.
Se far there is. ne-fighters frem-the enemy . As—we co-over-the-target we get
fvat!g,r—li-ttl-u Flak-and -the RBembardiers—get a swell--run.-The targat is smashed as I leek a
eut the bembay-and-snap-the -iotures..-As we leave the.target we-ars-attacked-by
F.W7,120.ta and they hit twe B I7'a_and.each of them blew up-in the aid.- Cur-ascert
is right-on-their tails-hewever-and we—eitperience--very—little-treuble—frem them.
_I.émem L6-S.pits..dive.on-one I,W,—-and he went-devn-—inte the-gea ., S.eme—other fighters -
ars alse kneckesd down.~The. veather is grand as it is-—enly Z5helew Zﬁre-—’aaﬂay
and te us.that_is_rather.warm.-Well there_ is.very.little te add-te thés-stery exoept
that.Capt. Neolans_ship.was. his.gv_{elk and-the-waiste—_punner-Sgt..—lsham-—-was—hit in—the-
lag.end_it_laft a_four inch gash_in_his_ leg..7Ta _flew_back-scross-the channel and-thencs
to our_base whera_we landed_in ordar then_went_te. tbe brisfing_room had a snack -
was intsrrogated left and cleaned our guns which we_had only tant-r:[‘-i-:fl;d-.m‘r'm—u:-paut
orie temsrrow se—i% loeeks like an early- turn-in fer all-



May I4,I1943 Kedl Germany.

Unlike yesterday we are awakewad at 6.06 A.M, and are told that there 18 a
breifing at 6.00 A.M, One would have to be pretty good to gat there on time

in that oase so the breifing is held up until we get there at 6. 20. A.M.

This is fairly fast work and all are wiping the sleepy heads from t eir ayos

as they march into the breifing room. From where I sit I see that the target

for today is someplace in Germany. To my-surprise as well as everyone else

there we are told that todays target is Keil 3ermany. Personally I thought that
Keil was out of.the range of a B I7. This is an importent submarine base on the
Baltio Sea. Fram all reports the Flak to be endountered will ba terrifie. There
is & Flak belt of 20 milesin dephh. Stations at at 7.30 A.M. =nd takeoff 1s schedule
at 9. 00 A.M, We leave the breifing and go out to our shi's to get prepaired

for e mighty missiom. No there is to be no escort as yesterda as a ~tter of
fact this will be a rugged affeir, Finally the motors are started and we go into the
ship which after due time taxies out and takes off at 9.06 A.M. Tle form over our
field at five thousand feet then weproceed to other p ints and plok up otiher
groups which when finally assembled amount to eix groups or about one hundred

and twenty five Bhips. Some of these ships are B24 8. We orawl up the apast of
England and finally takeoff over the North Seatowarde our destination.

At II.00 A.M. we gain altitude and are foroed to don wur oxygen maske. 'le oross
the Germen ocoast at IT.30 A,M, &and are now well on our way. A few bursts of Flak
are thrown at us at this pointbut this is inaccurate. From here on we have to
aweat out that Flakbelt. Some how or other we never do hit it and at IT.B6b A.M,
enemy fighteras are geen,"hich attaok the last two groups. Our bambs are away on
on the target at 12,02 P.M, and they are right smack in the middle of it. As we
turn away from the terget all I can see is one blg mass of smoke. The subs

of which there were eight under oonstruction and three oruisers certainly are



smeshed to bit or very badly damaged. Sheds there are alsa one big infermo.

Now there are fighters all over the place. Me 108s Fw. I60s Me 1108 all take
part in the fight. I seen six of them attack a B 24 which atrayed from his formatio
and they really gave him a going over, Finally one FW I80 got in very olose

and the next thing to be seen was the B 24 blowing up and to top it off it also
blew up ths F W which was attacking it. Four chutes were seen oocming out of the
B 24 and some of the orew sald that the Goermesns fired on the boys in the chutes,
Fighters attack again and again some times you can even ses the pilots in the
attacking ships. They attack from all direotions @8nd evaryone shoots up a atorm
rfarroll our ball turrett man got a Me I09 which tried to get us from below.

Blak and I put several bullets into those that attacked us from the rear.

The Flak over the target is very inacourate yet the fighters pay up for it.
The firing is so hot fram my position that I shoot off both antenna. When the



May 14, 1943 Keil dermany ( dont)

radlo rommfires up a storm then jou QL 3 just o' at_the cthers 2id. T=o B I7 3

mere ssen going down ome in & f1at spin the other in.a violent spin. ¥o chutea

ware sasn coming out of elither shilp. vlell this lasted_for_an_hour and then we Wore
about f£iftesn minutes out to sea, (North )on our way_home...The fighters left ua

and by that time we were at 12,000 ft. so all took of f_thelir oxypgen masks and

mora or less relaxed but keeping our eves peeled in_the_Sky..Suddenly out of no where
a Me IIO dove at & B I7 which waa atraggling bshind the last group and bafore

anyone knew it the B 17 was in the water. The ME II0 toockoff for home much to
the pleasure of all and the rest of the journay homeward was one of watchful

walting one on the sky the other for the welcomed sight_of_land called England.

Afte r three hours we oross the coaat of Fngland and it is a great relisf to all.
From here on all take it easy and pefore long we are at our base where we land

and go to interrogation.



¥

May 15, 1943 Wilheimshaven - Cermany

Wow here it 1s 3.45 A.M, and we are awekened to attend - breifing at 4,30 Al
Looks like another@ermany raid. Yep when we ar @ breifed we find out that the

target fo# today 18 the neval brse atb Wilheimshawen,



.\1'.
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INTERROCATICON
We go th the WE#TFIHE end the hoys pget mll the congratulations ARE BREIFED then we
return to the plane and clean the guns. t hhe breifing I found out hat a radie
operator T/’Egt. Dasher wea hit by a 30 calibre shell in the chest and t at he was

in serious condition. Another rad o coperator waa hit by a small iece of flak while
another fot some aluminum in hit heel as & result of flak. !sither of “he.later

crages ware seri-ue. A oall went out for blood donors for dashor and wilt in ten
minutes the hospital was crowded.



Mey 17,1943 L orient France

Well here we are again up at six A.M. to attend another briefing. Boy we.:re golng
like hell now. We get up and go to the breifing and we are.told that the target
for todaybs Lorieht. Important sulh bases, slipe and supplies are located. hera,
We are to have a fighter support after we le:ve the coast of France,The escort
will be Spit fives. We leave the bradifing room.and prepair our-ship for the miseion
We texi out to the runway and in turn teke off and form over the field,,from here
we proceed to plck up the other groups that are to paticipate in this raid,

This is done nd we gain altitude over the Southern part of Englandand are forced
to don our oxygen masks. We pase out over the coast of England =nd are on our way.

In about a half hour we are over France. Suddenly for some_rcuson or other I
happened to thke my glance from the window and look =t the other side of the

radio room and to my surprise.Carroll our ball twrett oper.toris epravled out

on the floor.l get up and grab him but he is out like a light. I look at his oxygen

outlet and see. that he-didn't turn on the oxygen.Il immediately turned 1t up to
35,000 and got some blankets and wrapped him up. Looked like h#é froge his hand elso,

After working over him for about five ninutes he finally respondedas he opened up
his eyee. For awhile I thought we would be forced to turn bock. but we keep goling on.
Ere long that old familar or y of Flak to our right or left comes up and we are now
within striking dietance of our tarzet. ‘uddenly the cry of enemy planes rings

out over the interphone and all. ar: on the alaert, Planes began to appear all
aroudd us. lost of them were Focke "olves. At one time there was an attack by

32 Fwlg0e on the group behind ue and for awhile it locked like a fomrth of July
gelebration with the burste of the 20 MM, As a result of thée attack two B lja
are hit badly and go down, Yet the csroup cets its.share of fighters. Cur group

18 attacked sbout six times all the attackse come from the pail. I seen one of them
shot down by our group as he bore in _on us. Bome others were also. seen to be hlt
abd go down as they pressed home thelr attacks. As I looked out. the hatch



I geen several other encmy vlanes gzo ‘own, The Fleok was above uas sometimes as

high as 28,000 ft as we were at 20,000 ft. Occasionally aclose bursterackles

near us and one seses the resulting puff of smoke, The bombay doors. open and

after a long run the bombs are away anl I snep a few pictures. The fichters

ere still around and one B 17 is hit so bad that his # I and 4 cn-ines are on fire.
Two of the crew are seen to lcave the ship , which a little later some how or

other managed# to put out the fimes and cet into formation , amd get back to England,
About five minutes from the coast we loose the fighters . At the coast of France
we pick up our Bpitfire escort and we sail merrily home and after crossing the Bey of
Bigcay we sight the coast of England and proceed homeward to our base which we
recch ~7ter five hours since we took off, We finslly land and go to the

interrogation Room wvhere we get coffee and doughints get interrogated then go
to clesn our guns,for another day.



May I8,I1943 Keil=- fermany

Oh my &king back here we are up again at 5.45 A.M. to attend another breifing

1f thie keeps up we will be on the Winter schedule once again. Well we attend

the breifing and much to everyones disoust we are told that the targes for to=

day is the naval base at Keil Germany. We made & visit to this smae spot

a few days ago but our target for today is a different locatlon. From all reports
the raid on t'is bage the other day was & ooplete succeas according to the R.A.F.
Well we leave the breifinf room and go out th the old Sky Wolf to take her on

her twenty fourth mission over enemy territépy. All the preflight arrangements are mad
e and at 8,06 wa taxi out to the runway and in due time takeoff and form above the
fleld. From this point we proceed on our course and eventually pick up all the
groups that are to go on this mighty mission. Tie leave the coast of England

and are onoe again on our way. OQur position in the formation iz number four.

All goes well until we are fourty minutes from the German Coast. For no reason

at all all our engines loose maniféld pressure while we are at 17,000 f+t. Capt.
Morales orders Lt. Swaffer to let down the landing gear amd pull out of the

formation . This we did and started on our way home when for no reason at all
the manifold pressure returned and the engines began to aot normal onae mor @.

gapt,Vorales turn The Sky Wolf around and esked the Navigator how long bafore

the group would reach the German Coast. The mavigator said a half an hour so we
started out to catoh them. The old babv sure did put out for we were climbing and
gaining on them all the time. We finally reached one of the groups just before

we hit the coast and started to form with them. From this point Capt. Morales
spied our group and made for them where we tried to gat into our Squadron. Flanes
were all over the sky and we were almost hit by the ship Yankee Doodle D ndy plboted
by Lt. Oconnor,as we tried to get into theformation he deaided to come down not
knowing that we were there, Cur vertioal fin almost gorapped his ball turret.

By this timew are over North West Germany and well on our way to the target,

This is & new one on nefor we are flying a new position to me as we are on the



right hand sids of the formation &ll by ourselves. We reach our I,P. and instead

of being the seocond group over the target we find that we are the decond last.

By this time ighters are all around us and there is & battle royal. The old

flak makes its appearence and there are a few bursts that crackel right above

our tail, and I can plainly see that cherry ocenter that oomes with a olose one.
Finally after what seeme hours the bombardies opened the bombay doors and shouts bomb
away,then closes them once again. From here on allhell breaks loose for the fighters
are all over us. They seam to piok on our group eapecdally. Most of the attmcks come

from the -ear and the tall gunner and myself are really putting them out. After about

twenty five minutes of firing the tail gunner oalls over the interphone that he 1is
all out of ammunition. A8 most of the othere are almost out and the battle is still
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hot as the hot stove league in the Winter time Capt. Morales oalmly answeras that it
looks like he will have to sit there and swest it out. Sweat he did for from that
point onward it seems that the Germans got wise that our tail guns were out. One
Me II0 Stood out in the rear for the next fifteen minutee and everytime the pllot

would manover the tail of the ship so that Hinds or I could get a shot at him he
would move over right in the blind spot again. He had a few friends join him but

they being a bit more adventurous oeme in and peeled off againwith a few slugse of
lead. Vet theres that Me TI0 still steyed out there and continued to spray slugs in
our direstion. I shot off an antenna again trying to get that son of a gun but he

was too wise and stayed just ub of our range. The right walste gunner Hill by name
shot up our stabilizer trying to get the enemy ships that ceme by the tail. As a result

he shot up four boxes of ammunition the left weist three boxes the upper turret

shot all of his up and had to borrow some from the bombardier. At thés time I

am firing only a few bursts ms I am also running low. By this time we are off the
comst of fermany and on our way home after what I beslieve was one of the longest
trips that we have made so far, Fortunately for us the fighters take off and the
skies are just full of friendly planes onoce again thank God. After we et down

from oxygen altitude Capt. Morales informs us that from the target area on we only had
three engines putting out and that one of them wasnT muoh good, "ell onoe agaln

we make that long journey soross the North Sea and cross the merry shires of England
and make our way home to our base., 'hen we lended I learned that T/Sgt. Dasher

radio opsrator on the Yankee Doodle Dandy was hit by a thirty caliber alug in the cheat
and penetrated his lung, another radio operator was hit by flak and both were taken
to the hospital, Deaghsr was later taken to another hospital for -°n operation. At

the interrogation room we wers told by the ball turret gunner of the Jersey Bounce II
that he couldn't understand how we ware in the air with all the 20 MM ©&nnon shells
that were bursting about uas. After the interrogation we are all one sad looking lot
as we Are all tired .




vay $11943 Wilheimshaven Germany

We are onoce again awakened early to attend the breifing fot todays raid. At six 4 .M.

we attend the breifing and find out that the target for today 1s onoe again the
naval bhase at Wilheimshaven Germeny. Our oeew goes fro: the breifing room out to

our ship the Sky Wolf to get our gear. Thles ls one rald that she ian't going with

us and all are more or less rather dlssapointed,even the face of the ship locks sad.
Well she has carried the orew through 24 trips over enemy held territomy say nothing
of our training in the 3tated and our trip acroes the Atlantie,all on the original

engines, now she can have a well deserved rest. /@ get all our gear topether and put
it all on a truck and go over to the 427 th to *ake one of their planes. We find. out

that she has 24 missions on her also. For an old shi; . she 1s in very -cod condition
emsn pot some improvments. At 9 A.M, we taxi out to the runway and in rn take off.

e are leading our scuadron today,sort of fitting seeing that this is ‘apt. Morales

26 th raid. After we takeoff wa start to f'orm above the field. The alouds are so low t¥
that we have to fly through them in formati n whioh aventually splits up. After
several momentawe pget above the nlouds and we now-find-ourselves at 14,000 ft.

We run into other delayes as we ead for our target. Other pgroups experlenced the same
trouble that we did and as a result by the time we—form all-the groups we are-a

half an hour late going out of Engalnd. That oloud-formation is just as thilok half wmy
across the lorth Sea as when we started. From here-on however they begin to pet

thiner as we anproach GCermeny. (me hour from the ocoast.we don our—oxygen maske

and begin to pgain altitude. We finnally level of'f at 25,000 ft. We pass over the
Frisian Islands and are now on ‘ur way to our objective.-The-pilot oslls over the intaer
phone that thers are enemy fighters at I2 oalook low-and keep our-eyes ppened,

Erom here on it .s nothing but attack afer atteck by 109 and FW-I90s with a few

IT0 53 throm in. A8 we get into 'he ''lak area the fighters loose scme of their ten -
acity. The flek ia wide of us but fairly acourate for hesight. The hombardies shouts



bombs away and closes the bombay doors and we turn out to sea, Here the fighters onoce @
again bore in on us and keep pressing their attacke. They come® in so nlose that

if one put out his hand that he ¢ uld touch them. Today en their M= I09s they seem

to be ueing a new gun for the wing has a big buloh of flame-and smoke as they firJ.
What ever they are firing ama e bigger Lo o— t-than the twenty milimeter,

As one looks out at these emerny planes Lthey remind one of the spitfire escort we

got & look at once in a while, "o finall, travel far enough out to sea thet we looso
them and are onoce a gain on our way acrcss the Worth Sea to home. e have to pget

down th three thcus:nd feet as the wisibility is poor. After that long trip across tha
Worth Sea we -'mss over the coast of England and before long we &re-at our-hase,

As we land there are four members of the crew who are wery happy as thds completes

thelr 25th mission and are thereby grounded. Theee-are Capt. Forales. ilot T/ Spt.
Hinds Engineer S/ Sgt. Hill Right Waist Gumnee and 5/ Sgt. Blake Tail Sunner

%



June II,I943 Bremen ——= Germany

The breifing for todaye reid is at 10.30 A.M. Upon looking at the map in the
breifing room one becomes discouresged for it ie easly seen that tha terget for
today is Bremen Oermany. This the spot that we lost 16 bombere on curl ast
raid here. Well letd hope for the bast. The take off time is set for 2.40 B
Well as I stated before my regular orew wtih the excepthon of Lt. Swaffer

Sgt. Oarroll, Sgh. Weestfall and myself, have completed thelr 25 miesions

and are off combat and possibly on thetr way home. OUperat ne officer

L t. Hungerford placed me on LCapt. Nolen's ship as radio operator. This raid
ie Capp. Nolan' s 25th rald and his r dio oparator finished hie 25th last week
Westfall 1s going with Lt. Mac Donald's ship and Carroll ie on a 48 hour pase.
I took all my equipment out to Capt. Nolan's Ship and in general made ready.
for the flight., D t., Col. Marion 1is to be the p lot of our ship and we are
to lead all the B I7 's on this raid, We take our places in the plane and are
soon on our way down the taxi atrip to the runway and at 2.40 P.M. we takeoff
We keep circling the field and as the group finnally takes shape we then
proceed to other fields .nd pick up all the groups that are to t nke part

in todays raid. The weather ground England 1sen't too good as we go out to

*he North 8ea the weather improves for the better, We travel over the North Bea
for an hour and a half before we start to gain altitude then we are forced to

don our oxygen masks &8 we go on up and up till we get to twenty fius F50518

thoueand feet, this is to be our bombing altitude. The Friei.n lgl nde are
geen to our rightas we are gbout ten_miles from the German Ccast. There is a

very high cloud formation beyond Wilheimehaven which extends up to 30,000 ft.
and far below our bombing altitude. So the Ool. Decides to bomb Wilheimshaven
much to mg relief, Before we hit the german coast we are attacked by German
fightere of all descriptions they escort us from the Island of Alla Mullum



wjere we also have flak thrown up at us which is acocurate for heightbtut a litta
off for deflection, There pre fighters 11 over the place, there must be about

a hundred in nll. Most of them are FW I90s and !e 109 3 . They are all over the
aly. I have never seen flghters so bold in all my past wxperiepce they attack

ue mainly from the nose of the shipe,five and six at a time. They used to ettack fram
the pose end upon o 'ng in at close range they would peel off. This time

however some of them would peel off and others would fly right thguugh the formatlon
evidentally tring to break our formation up. There was a smoke screen over the

target but it masn't any good for the wind kept it clear, The bombardier didn' ¢
heve too much time for his bombing run for the flghters kept coming in on us,

As a metter of fact he saw three of them in his bomb elght as we made our run of about
30 geconds. Thers was plenty of flak about the target and it was falrly acourate

Thie wans one of those unusgl o0cesions where the enemy figshters k pt up thelr
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attack right in their own flak. After we gat out of thntiil area of the
target the fighters st rted thelr gang up attacks once again coming in five and six
at & time in and out of the formation, O n one of these attacke a 109
craghed headlong into a B. I7 and both seemed to stop in mid air then drop
to the earth en mass. D ne or two chutes were seen to come out of the IT.
Another 17 was seen on fire from the cockpit to the tail and it went down.
We ploked up a few stragglers who were getting the works by the fighters.
It's really amazing how thase I1T7s can stand up under attacks by several fighters
alone. While in formation some straggling l17s got under our formation and
gome how or other came up undee us and almost ran into Capt. Mac Donalde
ship . Cept. Mao Donald had to pull up,hard end high in order to esc pe from
being smemhed. He did a wonde ful Job and was soon back in formation. I for-

got to mention thaf that before we nit the target our number I motor ran
away and was lealcing plenty of oil. HNumber two lost all of its power so at

altitude we only had two engines. O ur epoed was cut down to ~bout ILO miles
W e fipgplly got out to sea and after a three quarter of ahour fight we got
rid of the pesty fighters and started on our way hame. The Col, really was
worried about the engin & as he was going to talke a{8M84) short cut so that
we would get home soconer. He changed his mind and flew the regular course
and after the usual ride back over the North Sea we finally arrived over the

Englieh coast and then got back to ourbase, We landed then after taking pl=
otures we went to the breifing room . After the interrogation I ocongratulatea

Oapt. Nolen, L t. Hopper .nd T. 8gt. Hlvely upon completing their twenty fifth
nisalon. This is the second crew I helped to complete their twenty fifth mieseion.





